THE IDEAL AND THE REVOCATION
messages sounded more anxious in the initial years than they did later. He answered:
" Certainly the State is more firmly consolidated today than at that time. In the beginning I was anxious. Gradually it was consolidated, became better known and more widely acknowledged. Our adversaries put too much salt in the soup and that helped us. They stretched their objections rather too far. When they were examined it was found that they were not entirely valid.
"There were cases of Czech espionage, as recently, in the Skoda Works. I concluded from this that our industries were progressive. American experts have also assured me of it."
I came to speak of corruption and asked him what he would do if there were another case of an opposition leader and what in general he would do against corruption. He wrinkled his face and waved the long finger outwards, as if to indicate how the man would be got rid of.
" Re volution has often brought men into leading positions whose unworthiness did not become known until afterwards. The cases which you have mentioned were cleared up, even though the process was not a very easy one. Place-hunters,
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